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Enlightening Insights on NEP 2020 by
Nagnath Dharmadhikari at ILT

Introduction:

On 5th August, 2021, Institute of Language Teaching had the honor of hosting a
distinguished guest, Dr. Nagnath Dharmadhikari, to share his profound insights on
the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020). The event was attended by the
Principal, Dr. Nidatt Barot, and enthusiastic trainees who eagerly gathered to gain

valuable perspectives on the transformative changes envisioned by NEP 2020.
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Welcoming the Renowned Speaker:

The occasion commenced with a warm welcome extended to Dr. Nagnath
Dharmadhikari by the Principal, Dr. Nidatt Barot, and the entire ILT community. The
sense of anticipation was palpable as the attendees eagerly awaited the discourse

that promised to shed light on the future of education in India.

Views on NEP 2020:

Dr. Dharmadhikari commenced his address by providing a comprehensive overview
of NEP 2020, emphasizing the significant structural changes poised to redefine the
educational landscape. He delved into the core features of the policy, highlighting its
emphasis on vocational courses and the practical skills they impart. The audience
was captivated as he elaborated on the policy's commitment to fostering a holistic

approach to education, aligning it more closely with real-world demands.

Focus on Vocational Courses:

A maijor focal point of Dr. Dharmadhikari's discussion was the spotlight on vocational
courses within NEP 2020. He elaborated on the practical implications of
incorporating vocational training into the mainstream curriculum, emphasizing the
importance of nurturing skills that directly contribute to employability and

entrepreneurship.

Changes in Multilingual Teaching and Interdisciplinary Approach:

Dr. Dharmadhikari then shifted the focus to the transformation expected in
multilingual teaching and the embrace of an interdisciplinary approach. He
underscored the necessity of equipping students with linguistic proficiency and the
ability to seamlessly navigate diverse fields of knowledge. The interdisciplinary
approach, he explained, would break down traditional silos and encourage a more

holistic understanding of subjects.
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Implications for Teacher Training Colleges:

One of the key highlights of the discourse was Dr. Dharmadhikari's insights into the
changes anticipated in teacher training colleges. He shared how NEP 2020 aims to
revamp the teacher education system, emphasizing the need for teachers to adapt to
the evolving educational landscape. The policy envisions a more dynamic and
learner-centric training approach to empower educators to meet the diverse needs of

students.

Interactive Discussion and Q&A Session:

Following Dr. Dharmadhikari's enlightening talk, an engaging discussion ensued,
providing attendees with the opportunity to delve deeper into the nuances of NEP
2020. Trainees actively participated in the question-answer session, seeking

clarification and expressing their thoughts on the transformative aspects of the

policy.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, Dr. Nagnath Dharmadhikari's session at ILT served as an enlightening
exploration of NEP 2020 and its far-reaching implications for the education sector.
The event not only facilitated a deeper understanding of the policy but also sparked
a renewed enthusiasm among trainees to embrace the changes heralded by NEP
2020.

As ILT continues its commitment to providing quality education, the insights shared
by Dr. Dharmadhikari will undoubtedly contribute to shaping a forward-thinking
approach in aligning the institution with the evolving educational landscape outlined
in NEP 2020. The event stands as a testament to ILT's dedication to staying abreast
of transformative policies and fostering an environment where students are prepared

to meet the challenges of the future.
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Navigating the Dual Degree Dilemma:

ILT Trainees Delve into UGC's Novel Initiative

Introduction:

In a recent discussion at the Institute of Learning and Teaching (ILT), trainees
explored the intricacies of the University Grants Commission's (UGC)
groundbreaking initiative, allowing students to pursue two degrees simultaneously.
This report encapsulates the key highlights of the discussion, capturing the diverse
perspectives shared by trainees, addressing concerns, and assessing the potential

impact of this novel educational approach.

Overview of UGC's Dual Degree Initiative:

The UGC's decision to permit students to pursue two degrees simultaneously
represents a significant departure from traditional educational norms. Under this
initiative, students can enroll in two separate degree programs concurrently, provided
they fulfill the academic requirements of both courses. The rationale behind this
move is to offer students greater flexibility, enhance interdisciplinary learning, and

empower them to tailor their education to diverse career goals.

Trainee Perspectives:

The ILT trainees engaged in a lively discourse, expressing a spectrum of
perspectives on the UGC's dual degree initiative. Many trainees embraced the
concept, viewing it as an opportunity for students to broaden their academic horizons
and diversify their skill sets. The potential for interdisciplinary learning was lauded,

with trainees highlighting the benefits of a more holistic educational experience.
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Concerns and Considerations:

However, the discussion was not without its share of concerns. Trainees deliberated
on potential challenges such as the increased workload for students, the need for
robust academic counseling, and the necessity of ensuring that the quality of
education is not compromised. Questions were raised about the feasibility of
managing dual degree requirements effectively and the potential strain on both

students and faculty.

Integration with ILT's Pedagogy:

The conversation naturally shifted towards contemplating how ILT could integrate
and support students engaged in dual degree pursuits. Trainees explored the
possibility of introducing flexible scheduling, personalized academic advising, and
collaborative initiatives with other educational institutions to facilitate a seamless dual
degree experience. The consensus was that ILT, as a progressive learning
institution, should actively adapt its pedagogy to accommodate and optimize the

benefits of this initiative.

Balancing Academic Rigor and Well-being:

A central theme of the discussion revolved around finding a delicate balance
between academic rigor and student well-being. Trainees recognized the potential
for burnout and stress in the pursuit of two degrees simultaneously. The importance
of fostering a supportive and nurturing learning environment, coupled with proactive
mental health initiatives, emerged as critical considerations in ensuring the success

of this new educational paradigm.
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Conclusion:

The ILT trainees' exploration of the UGC's dual degree initiative reflects the
institution's commitment to engaging with and adapting to evolving educational
landscapes. The discussion showcased a commendable blend of enthusiasm for
innovation and a discerning approach to potential challenges. As ILT contemplates
its role in implementing and supporting this novel initiative, the focus remains on
striking a harmonious balance between academic excellence, student well-being,
and the broader goal of empowering learners for a dynamic and multifaceted future.
The UGC's dual degree initiative undoubtedly presents a unique opportunity for ILT

to contribute actively to shaping the future trajectory of higher education in India.
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Integrating Current Educational Developments into

ILT's Prayer Sessions

Introduction:

In the realm of education, staying abreast of recent developments is paramount to
fostering a dynamic and progressive learning environment. At ILT a distinctive
routine has been established, incorporating prayer sessions at the beginning of
classes, during which various activities unfold. Among these activities, a dedicated
half-hour is allocated to discussing recent developments in education. This report
sheds light on the systematic approach ILT employs to gather, disseminate, and
discuss educational updates, emphasizing the role of trainees, the principal, and the

overall feedback mechanism.

Information Collection Process:

Trainees at ILT play a pivotal role in acquiring the latest information from diverse
sources. They diligently scour the Library, online resources, and key educational
websites such as UGC, NCTE, NCERT, GCERT, Commissioner of Higher Education,
RIE, and UGC HRDC. This exhaustive approach ensures a comprehensive grasp of

developments at various levels, from national policies to regional initiatives.

Notification to the Principal:

Once new information is procured, trainees promptly bring it to the attention of the
Principal. This step serves as a crucial link between the data collection phase and its
subsequent incorporation into the prayer sessions. The Principal, being the guiding
force, takes on the responsibility of preparing trainees on how to present these

matters effectively during the prayer sessions.
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Training and Preparation:

The training provided by the Principal is multifaceted. Trainees are not only
instructed on the nuances of the recent developments but are also coached on
effective communication strategies. Emphasis is placed on clarity, conciseness, and
relevance to ensure that the information presented aligns seamlessly with the
educational goals and ethos of ILT. This training phase fosters a sense of
responsibility and ownership among the trainees regarding the information they

share.

Incorporation into Prayer Sessions:

The prayer sessions at ILT serve as a unique platform where spiritual and academic
dimensions converge. The Principal, armed with the insights provided by the
trainees, takes the lead in articulating how the recent developments can be
seamlessly integrated into the prayer sessions. This integration is designed not only

to inform but also to inspire reflection and discussion among the trainees.

Discussion and Feedback Mechanism:

The heart of ILT's approach lies in the interactive discussion that follows the
presentation of recent developments. Trainees actively engage with the information,
sharing perspectives, and seeking clarification where needed. The staff, comprising
experienced educators, contributes valuable insights and constructive feedback
during these sessions. This two-way communication fosters a collaborative learning
environment where everyone, regardless of their role, contributes to the collective

understanding of educational advancements.

Impact and Benefits:

The systematic integration of recent developments into prayer sessions at ILT yields
several benefits. Trainees gain a holistic view of the educational landscape,
enhancing their awareness and understanding. The dynamic exchange of ideas

during the sessions cultivates critical thinking skills and encourages a proactive
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approach to educational challenges. Moreover, the regular feedback loop ensures
continuous improvement in the process, adapting to the evolving nature of the

educational sphere.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, ILT's approach to incorporating recent developments in education into
prayer sessions exemplifies a thoughtful and inclusive model. By entrusting trainees
with the responsibility of information collection and involving the Principal and staff in
the dissemination and discussion processes, ILT creates a synergistic learning
environment. This innovative approach not only keeps the educational community
informed but also nurtures a culture of dialogue, reflection, and continuous

improvement.
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Exploring the Academic Bank Credit System: A Discourse at ILT

Introduction:

In a recent session at the Institute of Learning and Teaching (ILT), trainees engaged
in a vibrant discussion centered around the Academic Bank Credit System (ABCS)
initiated by the University Grants Commission (UGC) in collaboration with the
Government of India. This report encapsulates the key points of the discussion,
shedding light on the insights shared, concerns raised, and the overall impact of the

ABCS on the educational landscape.

Overview of the Academic Bank Credit System:

The Academic Bank Credit System, a pioneering initiative by the UGC, represents a
paradigm shift in the traditional education system. It aims to provide students with
flexibility and autonomy in choosing courses across disciplines. Under the ABCS,
students earn credits for each course completed, allowing for a personalized and
modular approach to education. This system facilitates credit transferability, enabling
students to accumulate credits over time, which can be transferred and recognized

by different educational institutions.

Trainee Perspectives:

The trainees at ILT exhibited a keen interest in understanding the nuances of the
ABCS and its potential implications. The discussion commenced with an exploration
of how this system aligns with the contemporary needs of students and the evolving
landscape of higher education. Trainees acknowledged the flexibility offered by
ABCS, emphasizing its potential to cater to diverse learning styles and career

trajectories.

Concerns and Critiques:
While the trainees appreciated the innovative aspects of the ABCS, the discussion

also delved into concerns and critiques surrounding its implementation. Some
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trainees expressed reservations about the uniformity of credit evaluation across
institutions and the potential challenges in ensuring a standardized and equitable
credit transfer process. Others raised questions about the preparedness of

educational institutions, faculty, and students to adapt to this novel approach.

Integration with ILT's Curriculum:

The trainees explored how ILT could align its curriculum with the principles of the
ABCS. Discussions focused on the possibility of offering a broader array of elective
courses, encouraging interdisciplinary studies, and providing a more fluid transition
between academic disciplines. The aim was to foster a learning environment that

mirrors the flexibility and adaptability championed by the ABCS.

Role of ILT in Shaping ABCS:

As the conversation unfolded, trainees contemplated the role ILT could play in
influencing the implementation and evolution of the ABCS. Suggestions ranged from
active participation in feedback mechanisms with regulatory bodies to organizing
workshops and training sessions for faculty and students. The consensus was that
ILT could serve as a catalyst for embracing and navigating the transformative
potential of the ABCS.

Conclusion:

The discourse at ILT regarding the Academic Bank Credit System underscored the
institution's commitment to staying at the forefront of educational innovations. The
trainees' engagement with the ABCS reflects a collective eagerness to embrace
change while critically examining its implications. The discussion not only heightened
awareness of the ABCS but also paved the way for ILT to consider its role in shaping
and adapting to the evolving landscape of higher education in India. As the UGC's
ABCS continues to unfold, ILT stands poised to contribute actively to the ongoing

dialogue and implementation of this transformative educational paradigm.
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Navigating Educational Flexibility:
ILT Trainees Explore UGC's Multiple Entry Multiple Exit System

Introduction:

In a recent session at the Institute of Learning and Teaching (ILT), trainees delved
into the intricacies of the University Grants Commission's (UGC) forward-thinking
initiative — the Multiple Entry Multiple Exit (MEME) system. This report encapsulates
the key insights and perspectives shared during the discussion, addressing the
potential impact of MEME on students and its implications for ILT's pedagogical

approach.

Overview of UGC's MEME System:

The MEME system introduced by the UGC represents a transformative shift in higher
education, allowing students greater flexibility in structuring their academic journeys.
Under MEME, students can enter and exit degree programs at different stages,
earning certificates and diplomas along the way, culminating in a full-fledged degree.
This innovative approach aims to accommodate diverse learning trajectories and

empower students with the ability to craft a personalized educational experience.

Trainee Perspectives:

The trainees at ILT engaged in a comprehensive discussion, expressing a spectrum
of opinions on the MEME system. Many trainees welcomed the initiative, recognizing
its potential to cater to the varied needs and aspirations of students. The system was
seen as a departure from the traditional linear model, providing learners with the

freedom to tailor their education to match their evolving interests and career goals.
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Addressing Academic Concerns:

While the overall sentiment was positive, the trainees actively explored potential
challenges associated with MEME. Concerns were raised about maintaining
academic rigor, ensuring seamless credit transferability, and managing the potential
administrative complexities of students entering and exiting programs at different
stages. The discussion underscored the need for robust academic counseling and

streamlined administrative processes to support students effectively.

Integration with ILT's Academic Framework:

The dialogue shifted toward considering how ILT could integrate and adapt its
academic framework to align with the MEME system. Trainees discussed the
possibility of offering flexible course structures, creating modular programs, and
enhancing the role of academic advisors to guide students through their unique
educational journeys. The consensus was that ILT could serve as a model institution
in implementing MEME, showcasing adaptability and responsiveness to evolving

educational paradigms.

Fostering Holistic Learning Experiences:

A key theme that emerged from the discussion was the potential of MEME to foster
holistic learning experiences. Trainees explored the idea of promoting
interdisciplinary studies, encouraging practical experiences through internships or
projects at various exit points, and emphasizing the development of critical skills
regardless of the stage at which a student chooses to exit the program. The MEME
system, in this context, was viewed as a catalyst for nurturing well-rounded

individuals.
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Conclusion:

ILT's exploration of the UGC's MEME system exemplifies the institution's
commitment to staying at the forefront of educational innovation. The trainees'
discussion showcased a blend of enthusiasm for the flexibility offered by MEME and
a thoughtful consideration of the associated challenges. As ILT contemplates its role
in implementing and supporting this novel initiative, the focus remains on aligning
with the broader goals of empowering students and adapting to the evolving
landscape of higher education in India. The MEME system, with its emphasis on
flexibility and personalized learning, presents an opportunity for ILT to lead by

example in shaping the future of education.
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A Comprehensive Exploration of University Types in India:

Insights from ILT Trainee Discussion

Introduction:

In a recent session at the Institute of Learning and Teaching (ILT), trainees engaged
in a comprehensive exploration of the diverse types of universities that shape the
educational landscape in India. This report aims to provide an in-depth analysis of
various university categories, including Central Universities, Deemed Universities,
State Universities, State Private Universities, Institutions of National Importance, and
Autonomous Stand-alone Institutes. The discussion highlighted the distinctive
features, roles, and significance of each type, fostering a nuanced understanding

among the trainees.

Central Universities:

Central Universities, established by an Act of Parliament, operate directly under the
purview of the central government. These institutions are spread across different
states, with a focus on providing education and research in various disciplines. The
trainees acknowledged the national importance and wide-ranging academic
autonomy granted to Central Universities. The discussion emphasized the pivotal
role these universities play in fostering a sense of unity and excellence in education

on a national scale.

Deemed Universities:

Deemed Universities, granted the status of autonomy and recognition by the
University Grants Commission (UGC), operate independently but are subject to
certain regulations. Trainees explored the diverse nature of Deemed Universities,
ranging from those focusing on specific disciplines to those with a broader academic

spectrum. The flexibility and autonomy associated with Deemed Universities were
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acknowledged, along with the responsibility to adhere to quality standards set by the
UGC.

State Universities:

State Universities, established by state governments, serve as crucial educational
institutions within each state. The trainees discussed how State Universities often
cater to the local needs and requirements of the region. These universities play a
vital role in offering a wide array of courses, conducting research, and contributing to
the socio-economic development of the respective states. The discussion highlighted
the diversity in the academic offerings of State Universities based on regional

demands and priorities.

State Private Universities:

State Private Universities, established by state legislative acts, operate as private
entities within the framework of state regulations. Trainees explored the unique
characteristics of these universities, emphasizing their role in providing private higher
education options while adhering to the guidelines set by the state government. The
discussion touched upon the potential advantages of State Private Universities, such
as flexibility in curriculum design and resource mobilization through private

investments.

Institutions of National Importance:

Institutions of National Importance, recognized for their exceptional contributions to
education, research, and societal development, hold a special status in the Indian
higher education system. Trainees discussed how these institutions, including the
Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs) and the Indian Institutes of Management (l1IMs),
are often regarded as premier centers of excellence. The conversation underscored
the crucial role these institutions play in shaping national policies, fostering

innovation, and producing leaders in various fields.
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Autonomous Stand-alone Institutes:

Autonomous Stand-alone Institutes, often specialized and focused on specific
disciplines, operate independently and are granted autonomy by the government or
relevant authorities. Trainees explored the unique characteristics of these institutes,
highlighting their ability to tailor curricula, adopt innovative teaching methods, and
maintain agility in responding to industry needs. The discussion emphasized the
significance of these institutes in producing skilled professionals in specialized fields

such as technology, design, and management.

Comparative Analysis and Implications:

The trainees engaged in a comparative analysis of the different university types,
recognizing the strengths and challenges associated with each. Central Universities
were praised for their national significance but also noted for potential bureaucratic
challenges. Deemed Universities were acknowledged for their flexibility but
discussed concerns related to maintaining academic standards. State Universities
were appreciated for their regional focus but also faced challenges in resource
allocation. State Private Universities were seen as providing diversity but raised
questions about accessibility and affordability. Institutions of National Importance
were celebrated for their excellence but also faced challenges in expanding capacity.
Autonomous Stand-alone Institutes were recognized for their specialized focus but

confronted concerns related to standardization.

Emerging Trends and Future Considerations:

The discussion extended to explore emerging trends in the higher education
landscape. The trainees contemplated the rise of interdisciplinary programs, the
growing importance of industry-academia collaborations, and the increasing
emphasis on skill-based education. The conversation emphasized the need for
universities, regardless of type, to adapt to changing societal needs, incorporate

technology in education, and prioritize holistic development of students.
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ILT's Role in Shaping the Educational Landscape:

As the discussion concluded, the trainees reflected on ILT's role in shaping the
educational landscape in alignment with the diverse types of universities discussed.
The consensus was that ILT, as a dynamic learning institution, should actively
contribute to educational innovation, collaborate with different types of universities,
and prepare students to navigate the evolving demands of the professional world.
The discussion underscored the importance of ILT staying abreast of educational
trends and fostering a culture of adaptability and responsiveness to the changing

dynamics of higher education in India.

Conclusion:

The comprehensive discussion at ILT provided trainees with a nuanced
understanding of the various types of universities in India. The exploration of Central
Universities, Deemed Universities, State Universities, State Private Universities,
Institutions of National Importance, and Autonomous Stand-alone Institutes allowed
trainees to appreciate the diversity, strengths, and challenges inherent in the Indian
higher education system. As ILT continues to play a pivotal role in shaping the next
generation of educators and professionals, the insights gained from this discussion
will undoubtedly inform its approach to curriculum design, pedagogy, and

engagement with the broader educational ecosystem in India.
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1. Special lectures by experts
2. ‘Book reading’ & discussion on it

3. Discussion on recent policies & regulations

4. Teacher presented seminars for benefit of teachers & students
5. Use of media for various aspects of education

6. Discussions showcasing the linkages of various contexts of education- from local to regional to national to global

Activities

Duration with Date/s

Name of expert/moderator/
teacher

Nature of student
participation (individual,
Small group, all students

etc.,)

Special lectures by experts

Lecutre on Roll of Time
Management (2 hours)

Shri Harshad Mehta, SP,
Botad

All students

Lecture on Proficiency in English
Language (3 hours)

Miss Bhavisha Vyas,
Assistant Professor, Christ
College, Rajkot

All students

Lecture on Intricacies of English
Grammar

Dr. N. V. Bose, Principal,
HM Patel Institute of
Language Teaching

All students

Lecture on The need of good
english teacher

Prof. Sanjay Mukharjee,
HOD, Department of English,
Saurashtra University, Rajkot

All students

Lecture on The role of teacher in
21st Century

Dr. Iros Vaza, Professor,
MVM Mahila College,
Rajkot

All students




Lecture on Pronunciation of
English Language

Prof. Paresh Joshi,
Department of English, South
Gujarat University, Surat

All students

Lecture on Leveraging Technology
in ILT

Dr. Deepak Mashru, Marwadi
University, Rajkot

All students

Lecture on Teacher as a trailblazer

Kamlesh Trivedi

All students

Lecture on Case Study

Prof. Hitesh Shukla,
Department of Business
Management, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot

All students

‘Book reading’ & discussion on it

Lecture on Book Rivew
"SAPIENS"

Dr. Rushiraj Vaghela,
Assistant Professor, Govt.
Arts College, Derdi
Kumbhaji, Gondal

All students

Lecture on Developing the self
through movies

Dr. Manish Raval, Assistant
Professor, M J Kundaliya
College, Rajkot

All students

Discussion on recent policies &
regulations

Lecture on National Education
Policy

Dr. Bharat Joshi, Professor &
Dean, Department of
Education, Gujarat Vidyapith,
Ahmedabad

All students

Teacher presented seminars for
benefit of teachers & students

Media impact for various aspects of

education

Lecture on Music

Jaydev Gosai, Renowned
Singer

All students

Lecture of Honing the
communication skills

R J Nimit, Radio Jokee

All students




Discussions showcasing the linkages
of various contexts of education-
from local to regional to national to
global

Lecture on work culture of IIM (3
hours)

Former Vice Chancellor
Dr.Pratapsinh Chauhan

All students

Lecture on Vedic Education (3
hours)

Swami Vivekanand Ashram

All students

Lecture on Education System of
Ancient India

Swami Partmatmanandji

All students

Lecture on Indian Constitution (5
hours)

Prof. Bhagirath Manjariya,
Department of LAW,
Saurashtra University, Rajkot

All students

Lecture on Fundamentals of Indian
Consitutions

Dr. Ameeben Yagnik,
Member of Parliament,
Gujarat

All students




